
C H I L D  A B U S E  &  N E G L E C T  R E P O R T S  

 

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT REPORTS 
 
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  
 
School personnel are required by Vermont law to report suspected abuse or neglect to the 
Department for Children and Families (DCF). Suspected child abuse/neglect shall be 
reported within 24 hours. 
 
 
AUTHORIZATION/LEGAL REFERENCE: 
 
33 V.S.A. Chapter 49, Child welfare services 
 
 
REQUIRED SCHOOL NURSE/ASSOCIATE SCHOOL NURSE ROLES: 
 
1. Follow Vermont law and school policy about reporting and documenting suspected 

abuse or neglect.  
2. Document findings according to best practices. (See Documentation section) 
 
 
SUGGESTED SCHOOL NURSE ROLE: 
 
Assist the administration in the development and implementation of the school 
abuse/neglect policies. 
 
 
SUGGESTED SCHOOL NURSE/ASSOCIATE SCHOOL NURSE ROLES: 
 
1. Become a member of the School or Community Child Protection Team.   
2. Advocate and act as a resource for school faculty and other staff. 
 
 
RESOURCES: 
 
• KidSafe Tool Kit For Reporting Child Abuse – www.kidsafevt.org 
• U.S. Department of Health and Human Service-Administration for Children and Families 

http://nccanch.acf.hhs.gov 
• Vermont Department for Children and Families - http://www.dcf.state.vt.us/ 
 
 
SAMPLE POLICES, PROCEDURES, AND FORMS 
 
Child Abuse Reporting Form
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